
Typical Research Assignment Activity 

Write a research paper on one of the topics listed below. Your paper should be 2,000 words and 

include cover page and table of contents, an introduction, body and conclusion. Use at least 

three sources of information, both print and electronic, and include at least three quotations with 

correct citations and a bibliography. Your paper should include two points of view on your 

subject with evidence to support both viewpoints. 

Crime and Police Conduct 
Drug Abuse 

College Athletics 
Marijuana Legalization 

Refugee Crisis 

Minimum Wage 
Islamic State (ISIS) 
Eating Disorders 

Immigration 
Animal Rights 

 

Discuss the design of this assignment 
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Authentic Research Assignment 

Write a paper of 2,000 words that tells the story of your investigation of a question or problem 

you are curious about. You will collect information from books and electronic sources that will 

help you focus your topic and you will collect data through interviews, questionnaires or content 

analysis that will be displayed and analyzed as evidence.  

 
The following questions will help you become authentic researchers:  

1. What is research and how is it different from reporting? 
2. What is a researchable question? 
3. How do I do prepare a proposal for my research? 
4. How can do we evaluate our own success as authentic researchers? 
5. Where do I get information? 
6. How do I get data from a primary source? 
7. How do I display and analyze data? 
8. How do I present my paper using a style sheet? 
9. How do we edit and revise our papers using the writing process? 
10. How can we evaluate the success of this teaching unit as authentic researchers? 

 
The written work that you will submit in an appendix to your written paper will include:  

1. Proposal 
2. A journal documenting your progress 
3. Your notes from information gathering 
4. Your notes, tapes or videos from data collection 
5. A rough draft of your paper 
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